
DOWNERS GROVE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2014, 7:30 P.M. 

LIBRARY MEETING ROOM 

 

MINUTES 

 

1. Call to order.  President Kathleen DiCola called the meeting to order at 7:30p.m. 

 

2. Roll call.  Members Present: Trustee Susan Eblen, Trustee David Humphreys, Trustee 

Daniel Loftus, Trustee Thomas Read, President Kathleen DiCola. Absent: Trustee 

Wendee Greene. 

Also present: Director Rick Ashton, Assistant Director for Support Services Sue O’Brien, 

Assistant Director for Public Services Bonnie Reid. 

3. Welcome to visitors.  President DiCola welcomed staff and visitors and thanked them 

for their presence. 

 

4. Approval of Minutes. 

a. Regular Monthly Meeting, November 19, 2014.  It was moved by Humphreys                          

and seconded by Eblen THAT the Minutes of the November 19 meeting be approved, 

with the correction that the name of Trustee Daniel Loftus be listed as “Absent.”  Roll 

call: Ayes: Eblen, Humphreys, Read, DiCola.  Nays: None.  Abstentions: Loftus. 

 

5. Approval of December invoices and financial reports.  Ashton presented a revised 

invoice list, including the credit card bills and the Shales McNutt Construction invoice.  

Because of the early date of the December meeting, it was not possible to receive and 

process all timely invoices in time to distribute them in advance of the Board meeting. It 

was moved by Read and seconded by Loftus THAT operating invoices totaling 

$208,986.13 and credit memos totaling $857.01 be approved, and November 2014 

payrolls totaling $187,571.41 be recognized.  Roll call: Ayes: Eblen, Humphreys, Loftus, 

Read, DiCola.  Nays: none.  Abstentions: none. 

 

6. Public comment on agenda items.  President DiCola invited comment.  There was none. 

 

7. Public comment on other Library business.  President DiCola invited comment.  There 

was none. 

 



8. Unfinished Business. 

a. Library building renovation project update.  Requested action: receive report.  Ashton 

reported that the payment of the just-approved Shales McNutt Construction invoice 

will conclude the project. 

 

b. Intergovernmental Agreement to participate in the Local Governmental Property 

Assessment Consortium.  The Board discussed and approved this action at an earlier 

meeting.  Management of the consortium has requested the present formal approval, 

which embodies expanded membership and minor language changes.  It was moved 

by Eblen and seconded by Loftus THAT the agreement be approved as presented.  

Roll call: Ayes: Eblen, Humphreys, Loftus, Read, DiCola.  Nays: none.  Abstentions: 

none. 

c. 2014 year-end financial projections.  Ashton presented the projections (attached).  

These figures show completion of the renovation project, a slight under-spending of 

the 2014 operating budget, room for some small additional building projects, and 

resources for a small increase in the operating fund balance.  Final figures will not be 

available until the Village of Downers Grove audit is completed in the spring.  

 Ashton also reported on an earlier question.  Library staff and Board sought 

clarification of the Village of Downers Grove’s announced plan to extend for other 

purposes the property tax currently being levied for the Library’s bond payments 

beyond 2017.  Conferring with Village Finance officials, he learned that the decision 

to keep the levy at the current level is within the Home Rule powers of the Village.  

The Village will be able to secure additional revenue for its own purposes without 

raising the tax, by not lowering the tax when the Library’s bonds have been retired. 

9. New Business. 

a. Resolution of Appreciation for the Service of Staff Members who have celebrated 

milestone service anniversaries in 2014.  Requested action: approval.  It was moved 

by Eblen and seconded by Humphreys THAT the proposed resolution be approved.  

Roll Call: Ayes: Eblen, Humphreys, Loftus, Read, DiCola.  Nays: None.  

Abstentions: None.   

 

10. Report of the Director.  Ashton summarized his written report (attached) as follows: 

a. Plans for Staff In Service Training Day, January 16, 2015  

 

b.  Illinois Library Association Legislative Meet-Up, February 13, 2015.  Trustee Read 

expressed an interest in attending. 

 



c. Illinois Library Association Trustee Forum Workshop, February 14, 2015.  Trustee 

Read expressed an interest in attending. 

 

d. Recent Media attention, from the New York Times to the Downers Grove North High 

School Omega 

 

e. Other 

 

11. Board Member comments and requests for information. 

 

Trustee Read relayed requests from Library patrons for better lighting in the shelving 

areas for mysteries and other genre fiction, and for investigation of the possibility of 

installing assisted listening technology in Conference Room A or another room. 

 

Trustee Eblen reminded the Board of the opportunity for year-end charitable giving in 

support of the Downers Grove Public Library Foundation.  Trustee Read added that gifts 

to the Foundation are tax-deductible. 

 

Trustee Eblen reported that she frequently encounters people in the community who tell 

her how much they like the Library. 

 

12. Adjournment.  President DiCola adjourned the meeting at 8:05 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

                    



DOWNERS GROVE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

DECEMBER 17, 2014 

 

AGENDA ITEM 8C 

YEAR-END FINANCIAL PROJECTIONS for 2014 

 

Revenue 

Budget                                  $4,708,383 

August Estimate              4,797,500   (101.9%) 

November 30 Actual             4,668,231    (99.6%) 

December revenue estimate         52,000  

December 31 Estimate            4,720,231  (100.3%) 

 

Expenditure 

Budget    $4,770,933 

August Estimate               4,738,600  (98.5%) 

November Actual                4,082,937 

December 12 Payroll                   117,753 

December 17 Invoices      200,051 

December 17 Credit Cards            10,000 

December 26 Payroll       120,000 

December invoices in January       60,000 

Year-End estimate    4,590,741 (96.2%) 

 

When exact figures are available at the end of January, the Library will be able to determine a 

strategy for additional building improvements and for increase of the Operating Fund Balance. 

 



DOWNERS GROVE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

DECEMBER 17, 2014 

 

AGENDA ITEM 10 

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR 

 

a. Plans for Staff In Service Training Day, January 16, 2015.  The Library will be closed for 

the day and all staff will be expected to attend for the full day.  Activities will include 

reporting on the accomplishments of 2014, recognition of colleagues for their service, a 

presentation on working with teens in the library, an active-shooter drill conducted by the 

Downers Grove Police Department, and departmental staff meetings.  Lunch will be 

provided.  This one annual all-staff meeting and training opportunity, a Library tradition, 

has proved to be a valuable investment in staff knowledge, skill, and interconnection. 

 

b. Through e. The additional items are self-explanatory.  Library staff will assist with 

registration and further information for any Board Members wishing to attend the 

Legislative Meet-Up or the Illinois Library Association Trustee Forum Workshop. 
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